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North/West Frontier Province side and the Afghan border
(or Durand line) dwell the bravest fighting/men in the world.
The Great War made these tribes much more formidable
than before because the overspill of rifles and ammunition
was so great that they are now capable of putting into battle
something like 100,000 modernly armed fighters. They fear
no foe. Centuries of privation have made them like men of
iron. They will lie all day in biting sunlight without a
crumb of bread or a drop of water as still as the grey rocks of
their native mountains. They live by war and its spoils.
They could scarcely do otherwise. In such a country agricul/
ture is a weak and febrile thing; it does not suffice to keep
starvation from the tribal settlements. And so out to the hills
go the Wazirs and the Afridis and the Mahsuds. Merchants
and travellers needs must use the mountain passes. If the
tribes are given a chance they rob the merchants and steal
from the travellers. Many of them are dead shots; all of them
can stalk an enemy for days.
In their breasts burn the fires of a terrible independence.
They kill at sight anything inimical to their liberty. To con/
quer them would demand their almost complete extinction.
That is why the defenders of India have never done so. They
have contented themselves with waiting and watching com/
bined recently with what has been termed a policy of peaceful
penetration. Roads have been built through the tribal tem/
tory, the less truculent of the Frontier dwellers have been made
into a kind of a policemen, and, generally speaking, judicious
sums are being paid to wild villagers to behave like reasonable
human beings. This policy has had some success. It may
have more in the future as the tribal calibre approximates
more to civilised conditions. But at the back of most Frontier
wars is the ache of hunger. A foodless man is a savage. He
is a savage even in Mile End or Piccadilly, How much more
is he a savage where the very streams hiss like snakes? The
Sherams, the Mahsuds, the Afridis and the temble Wazirs
attack the British defenders of India because they want rifles